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of historians selected by the Secretaries of 
the Military Departments and, if required, 
by the Secretary of Transportation. The re-
spective Military Departments and the DOT 
shall ensure that the advisory panel is pro-
vided with administrative and legal support. 

B. Functions 

1. The board shall meet in executive ses-
sion at the call of the president, and shall 
limit its reviews to the following: 

a. Written submissions by an applicant on 
behalf of a civilian or contractual group. 
Presentations to the board are not allowed. 

b. Written report(s) prepared by the advi-
sory panel. 

c. Any other relevant written information 
available. 

d. Factors established in this part for de-
termining AD service. 

2. The board shall return to the applicant 
any application that does not meet the eligi-
bility criteria established in § 47.4(a). The 
board only needs to state the reasons why 
the group is ineligible for consideration 
under this part. 

3. If the board determines that an applica-
tion is eligible for consideration under 
§ 47.4(a), the board shall provide, to the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, a recommendation 
on the AD service determination for the 
group and the rationale for that rec-
ommendation that shall include, but not be 
limited to, a discussion of the factors listed 
in § 47.4. 

a. No factors shall be established that re-
quire automatic recognition. Neither the 
board nor the Secretary of the Air Force 
shall be bound by any method in reaching a 
decision. 

b. Prior group determinations made under 
Public Law 95–202 do not bind the board or 
the Secretary of the Air Force. The board 
and the Secretary of the Air Force fully and 
impartially shall consider each group on its 
own merit in relation to the factors listed in 
section D. of this Directive.
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Subpart A—General Information

§ 48.101 Purpose. 

The purpose of the Retired Service-
man’s Family Protection Plan is to 
permit each member of the uniformed 
services to elect to receive a reduced 
amount of any retired pay which may 
be awarded him as a result of service in 
his uniformed service in order to pro-
vide an annuity payable after his death 
(while entitled to retired pay) to his 
widow, child, or children, subject to 
certain limitations specified in the law 
and elaborated in the regulations in 
this part.
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